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President’s Corner
The beautiful monarch sculpture has finally been installed! After a year in
storage, Flora, as we named her, is at home in the new Winter Garden park.
The dedication on October 5 is going to be the event of the year! Check-in
starts at 5:30. Make sure to get there early and we will check in members first
to avoid the line.
We also have the waystation pick-up scheduled for October 13. If you did not
pre-order, we still have extras. We also have individual milkweed and nectar
plants for sale in gallon pots. If you wish to help with plant pick up and sorting of
the plants, please let me know as we can always use an extra set of hands.
Our luncheon is scheduled for October 15, so please get your reservation in as
soon as possible.
And, last but not least, we have our first Heritage Tree
Walk scheduled on October 22. Please read all of the
information included in the newsletter and RSVP to this
fabulous event!

As you can see, we are on a roll and not slowing down!
I hope to see you at the dedication!
Happy Fall!

Jeanne Yazinski

Our event begins at 5:30 pm. Please check in at the
reception table, and you will receive a wrist band, a
program, and an adorable, butterfly fan to keep you
cool. The Hangry Bison is sponsoring a signature
drink, and Urban Flats has donated sparkling water
which will be served in a souvenir cup compliments of Minion Media. Pammie’s Sammies will be
catering some wonderful hor d’oeuvres and a special dessert. We will be entertained by the Jim Young
Jazz Trio. Please take selfies in the photo op area!
Jeanne will welcome everyone, and there will be a
brief program. At approximately 6:30 pm we will
walk to the park for a monarch release surrounding our beautiful, copper monarch “Flora.” Following
the monarch release, you are invited into the Live
Trends shop located in the Exchange Building on
Tremaine Street to enjoy wine and a special gift!
Looking forward to the celebration!

Gretchen

No garden truly blooms

until butterflies have
danced upon it.
- K. D’Angelo

Bloom and Grow Luncheon/Business Meeting
October 15, 11:00 am
West Orange Country Club
To make a luncheon reservation, click on the following link to pay with a credit card:
CLICK HERE FOR PAYMENT

Or mail a check for $27.00 payable to Bloom and Grow Garden Society to:.
Jennie Reagan
1000 W. Plant St.
Winter Garden, FL 34787
Reservations must be received by October 8.
Menu:
Homemade gnocchi with tomato-basil sauce topped with chicken

Dessert, coffee, and tea
Cost $27.00
Social /check-in is from 11:00 to 11:30 and the meeting officially starts at 11:30.
At this time, we do not have a permanent reservation list.
Thank you for your cooperation and understanding.

Speaker of the Month
Bloom and Grow member Becki deNeui-Lynch will be speak on the topic of "What's the
Buzz?" -- A brief overview of our pollinator workhorses -- bees. There will be lots of time for
questions about pollinators as well.

Bloom & Grow members, please market our waystation sale to your friends and neighbors !
We have 70 Waystations to sell. We will have lots of extra milkweed and nectar plants available as well. If you live in a community with a Facebook page . . . please post. Orlando Health & Healthy West Orange are planning to sponsor waystations in 15 schools including classroom kits. Orlando Health is planning to install a large monarch waystation garden
at their Horizon West Hospital . We will also have information to give out to everyone who
makes a plant purchase.

Monarch Waystation Garden
Help the endangered monarch butterfly
population by planting your own monarch garden!
These plants support caterpillars, adult monarchs,
as well as other pollinators.
Pre-order now!
Each garden contains 10 plants in 1 gallon pots:
2 Asclepias curassavica (Tropical Milkweed)
2 ‘Sunfire’ Coreopsis (Florida State Wildflower)
2 Salvia guaranitica ‘Black and Blue’ (Blue Anise Sage)
2 Salvia coccinia (Scarlet Sage)
2 Asclepias incarnata (Native Swamp Milkweed)

Total Price for 10 plants (2 of each): $70.00 including tax.
Preorder now to ensure your order!
Email springfeverinthegarden@gmail.com with name, email,
phone number and how many gardens you want to purchase.
Pre-pay link will be emailed to you to guarantee your order.
Additional 1 gallon containers of milkweed and nectar plants
will be available for $8.50 each at pickup.
Pick up Wednesday, October 13, 10 am—2 pm
238 W Smith Street, Winter Garden
(behind Crooked Can Brewery/ Plant Street Marketplace)

Please join the Bloom & Grow Garden Society for the

THE WINTER GARDEN HERITAGE TREE WALKING TOUR
Friday, October 22, 2021, at 8:30 AM
Winter Garden City Hall
Commissioners Chambers
300 West Plant Street
Tour Activities include:
•

Registration and visit the SOBO “For the Love of Trees” art exhibition in City Hall

•

Map of Heritage Tree Walking Tour presented to each guest

•

Introduction and overview of self-guided walking tour

•

Start of self-guided tour walking to Newton Park

•

Water and restroom break at Newton Park (Pavilion located between Tanner Hall & Little Hall)

•

Continuation of self-guided tour walking to Winter Garden Heritage Museum

•

Reception and refreshments with art exhibit and sale of Tucker Ranch Oak prints

•

Gift of special designed Winter Garden heritage tree t-shirt

•

Bring your smart phone to read the QR codes for the story of the trees.

RSVP by October 15 to Ann:
Text - 407-539 4693 or E-mail - annblastic@msn.com

THE WINTER GARDEN HERITAGE TREE WALKING TOUR
It’s happening! The inaugural “Winter Garden Heritage Tree Walking Tour” will launch at 8:30am, on October 22 from City Hall. Please RSVP and let us know you are coming!! Your Bloom & Grow Tree Fund
Committee has been hard at work to make sure this is something we can be really proud of. Each attendee will get a t-shirt
thanks to Healthy West Orange as well as a gorgeous brochure with the map of the walking tour. The Heritage Foundation is
hosting us for the grand finale at the end of the tour.
The Winter Garden Heritage Tree Walking Tour is a self-guided walk of 2 miles and 56 trees through the historic district of
Winter Garden. Labels have been placed on many of the trees with a QR code that allows you to access information about
the tree as well as historic information about Winter Garden and its people.
We will start the day with an opening event at City Hall. We will then walk to Little Hall in Newton Park on Lake Apopka and
have a little break. Afterwards, we continue the walk on to the Heritage Foundation where we will have refreshments and our
Winter Garden Heritage Tree Project celebration. The Tucker Ranch Oak prints will be available for sale.
The invitation to the tree walk is included above. Please RSVP as soon as possible as invitations go out to a much broader
audience soon! For more information, go to www.bloomandgrow.club If you have questions, please contact Ann Blastic at
annblastic@msn.com or Katy Moss Warner at katymosswarner@aol.com
HELP US RAISE MONEY FOR OUR TREE PROJECT!
We asked artist and sculptor Don Reynolds to draw the magnificent Tucker
Ranch Oak and then sign and number 200 prints. He did this as a gift to
Bloom & Grow so that we could sell them as a fundraiser to pay for the brochures that are being created for the “Winter Garden Heritage Tree Project.”
Don drew the tree in pencil, printed it and then added watercolor accents. It
is beautiful! Each print is 12 inches by 18 inches on 80 lb acid free paper
and has been shrink wrapped with a foam board backing. There are 200
numbered and signed prints so if you want a specific number we will do our
best to make it happen! An information sheet that describes the “Winter Garden Heritage Tree Project” and tells the story of Tucker Ranch is included along with the bio of the artist. This could be a
great Christmas present for family and friends who live in Winter Garden – or wish they did!
Prints are available for $30 plus tax. Order through the online link below. We will email you when it’s ready to be picked
up at the SOBO Art Gallery - Winter Garden Art Association located at 127 S Boyd St, Winter Garden, FL 34787. Phone
(407) 347-7996.
Click to here to pay for your print. https://checkout.square.site/merchant/7ASSQX6DQVGSH/checkout/
X6EIITY2EJNBUJ2NDFTLUMMG

NOVEMBER 6 IS A BIG DAY IN WINTER GARDEN – AND, A BIG DAY FOR BLOOM & GROW!
There are two major events scheduled in Winter Garden on Nov 6. Healthy West Orange will be at the Farmer’s Market
with their annual Health and Harvest Festival from 8am-1pm. The City of Winter Garden is holding their first annual Heritage and Music Festival from 11am-10pm. Bloom & Grow will participate in both.
Bloom & Grow will have a table at the Health and Harvest Festival with educational materials on our monarch waystation
project as well as our heritage tree project.
The same day, Bloom & Grow will also partner with the Heritage Foundation in the Heritage and Music Festival. Katy
Moss Warner will offer a guided Winter Garden Heritage Tree Walking Tour starting at 8:30am from the Heritage Foundation building. She would love to have some Bloom & Grow members join her!

BLOOM & GROW HONORS OUR CITY
LEADERS
At the City of Winter Garden Commissioners Meeting on Wednesday, September 15, President Jeanne Yazinski
and Tree Fund members Ann Blastic
and Katy Moss Warner made presentations of the Tucker Ranch Oak print
created by Don Reynolds. The City of
Winter Garden was presented with
print #1 of 200 numbered prints,
beautifully matted and framed. Other
prints were presented to Mayor John
Rees, City Manager Mike Bollhoefer,
Director of Parks and Recreation
Laura Coar, Director of Economic Development Tanja Gerhartz, Senior
Business Analyst Marc Hutchinson and GIS Coordinator Alan Booker.
All of these city leaders have been key to the success of our Winter Garden Heritage Tree
Project. Each of the City Commissioners as well as the recipients of the prints were presented with a heritage tree t-shirt and an invitation to the October 22 Winter Garden Heritage
Tree Walking Tour. We hope they join us!

By-Laws Change: This change was presented at the September 10 business
meeting and will be voted on by all members at the October 15 business meeting.
Section H: Scholarship and Awards Committee—The duties will be to evaluate
and to review requests for donations and scholarships and document that those
donations and scholarships given by the club are used for the intended purpose in
compliance with the mission statement of the organization. The committee will, upon review of requests and availability of support funds, present recommendations
to the board for approval. The Treasurer shall be an automatic member.
Additionally, the Mission Statement found in our Constitution was updated and voted on by our membership several years ago. It was not updated on our website. Below is The Current Mission Statement for Bloom and Grow, voted on by
our membership:
“To stimulate gardening through promotion and sponsorship of community projects and
the protection and sustainability of native habitat; to promote and sponsor educational
horticulture experiences and civic involvement.”

The Committee Meeting was held September 16.
The next meeting is Thursday, October 21, 2021 at 10am at Jesse Brock Community Center. Committee chairs and new members welcome!
ENTERTAINMENT AND ASK THE EXPERTS:
A quick update from the entertainment and ask the experts Spring Fever committee. We have put on
our thinking caps and have some really great local entertainment and experts that we are starting to
reach out to. If you have any suggestions for our committee, please email Julie D julieadohse@gmail.com or
Vikki B wbuorlando@gmail.com
SPRING FEVER HELP NEEDED:

There are two very important Spring Fever Committee positions Open.
Vendor Co-chair: Assist Chair with vendor placement, communications and vendor selection Committee. Contact Vickie Parrish parrishnursery@gmail.com.
B&G Booth Set-Up Chair: Coordinate set up and take down of our booths, umbrellas, tables and
chairs with an Event Company. Contact Linda Bouton at lindacb47@gmail.com.

UPDATE: Ocoee Charter School
With a grant from Bloom & Grow in 2019,
a beautiful butterfly garden was built at
Innovation Montessori Ocoee Charter
School. Students delight in caring for and
watching their garden become home to
several pollinator species.
It is always great to hear from our grant
recipients!
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The holiday season is right around the corner! On December 16, at
6:30pm, we will be having a gathering at Betty Jo’s Florist in Winter Garden! We will be designing our own Christmas or holiday centerpiece. I
have been assured that it will survive until Christmas! The shop only
holds 12-15 people so watch for more information to follow!
Julie Dohse, Field Trip Chairperson

HELP NEEDED
Our next waystation pick up is scheduled for Wednesday, October 13, behind the
Crooked Can Plant Street Marketplace, 238 W Smith Street.
We are looking for volunteers to help sort the plants and help with pick up. Pick up is
10 am—2 pm, but we can use help from about 8 am—2 pm. If you can help for part
of the day, please email Jeanne at yazinskijm@gmail.com and indicate when you can
work.

Thank you!!

Becki deNeui-Lynch
Becki was born and raised in Cedar Rapids, Iowa. She
has her PHD from State University of Iowa where
“It’s grey most of the year!” In 2016, her love of nature drew her to the study of biodiversity resulting in a national award for the State Search for Excellence. Her interest settled on the monarch butterfly, and she drew together interested folks to create a habitat totaling 10,000 acres! Of course, something of this magnitude doesn’t
happen overnight . . . this project consumed five years of her life.
Becki and Dennis relocated here in Winter Garden in January 2020, chosen because of
Disney and their children’s love for the theme park. When the grandchildren came,
family drew them out of the “grey” Midwest. While exercising one day, she happened on the pollinator garden along
the West Orange Trail, and the rest is history! She says “everyone here is so supportive of pollinators” and her
thoughts turn to gardens at Magnolia Park and Orlando Health. So full of plans and ideas, she is a true dynamo!
When I asked her for an unusual memory, she was quick to reply. In 1982, she and Dennis were contestants on the
Newlywed Game, and won a prize for his answer to the question, “How much do your wife’s ‘boobs’ weigh”? Answer,
“10 pounds!!” What a funny memory, it brightened my day! So happy you are joining us, Becki!
WELCOME! Note: Becki is also our speaker of the month!
Karen Myers

An original New Jersey girl, Karen and Robert spent twenty years in Colorado. “I never want
to see snow again” was Karen’s reply when I asked , ”Why Florida?” Even though the weather
was challenging in Colorado, Karen was active in Junior League and her garden. Five years ago
the family relocated to Central Florida, and she began her search on line for an active, community friendly organization, and we are the lucky recipients of her efforts. Robert and
Karen’s three children are now young adults.
Now Karen’s gardening is confined to container gardening, but that doesn’t stop her from having a monarch waystation certification. Her containers are full of milkweed and neighbors
know her as the “butterfly lady.” She also has bee houses and has encouraged neighbors to
purchase bee houses. She is still working, and calls herself a computer geek. Her degree is in
computer programming and she is employed by Hewlett-Packard.
Karen’s proudest thoughts return her to her roots, her family having immigrated from Poland and settled in New
Jersey. Hard work gradually won for the family a large dairy farm, and she remembers milking cows and gathering
fresh eggs which supplied homes surrounding the farm. Karen proudly states she was the first in her family to attend college.
We are so pleased that you have joined us! Welcome, Karen!
Lexie (Alexandra) White
This New Jersey girl met her future husband Kevin in high school and married after college in 2015. Amusement parks were the catalyst bringing them to Central Florida. Kevin’s career is designing amusement parks, and I learned parks have been a primary mover
in the young couple’s life. After settling in their new home one year ago, Lexie started a
pollinator garden and a vegetable garden. She’s still learning how to garden in Florida, but
is most proud of two watermelons and one cantaloupe that she grew! She’s now trying to
be successful at starting seedlings. Lexie noticed Bloom & Grow postings on Facebook
and decided to join!
Always interested in science, Lexie was attracted to the field of medicine, and is a
busy physician’s assistant at Advent. She is one of six children in a blended family, and is
especially proud of her older brother who combines his career and work while employed
by Campbell soups improving vegetables. Always an enthusiastic gardener, he has passed that on to Lexie, I think!
Husband Kevin chose destinations for their honeymoon—10 theme parks! Ensuing conversations cut that number
down to 5, and they had a wonderful time. Lexie says she’s been on lots and lots of roller coasters! The next thrill
ride will be in Salt Lake City. Covid has had our girl very busy with her profession, but she is looking forward to
more free time to get to meet and work with all of us!
WELCOME Lexie!

Bloom and Grow Garden Society: Business Meeting Minutes– September 10, 2021

The meeting was called to order at 11:34am on September 10, 2021, by Jeanne Yazinski.
Initial remarks – The meeting began with a “welcome back” to meeting in person after a year of virtual meetings due to covid restrictions. Nancy
Sines gave our devotion which was dedicated to patriotism in support of the 20th anniversary of September 11 followed by the Pledge to the Flag.
Introductions of Guests – Two guests were in attendance.
Welcome New Members –Bloom and Grow has had many new members join. They are Vikki Bartholomae, Janice Close, Katie Colletta, Deborah
Conrad, Gloria Cox, Becki Lynch, Julie Dohse, Jose Foglia, Annie Green, Helen Gossett, Karen Mayers, Iliana Ramos Jones, Ellen Shiprio, Pam
Thomas, Lexie White, and Cynthia Conn.
Program – Our guest speaker was Niesa Putigna from Farm Nine in Oakland, Fl. She told us how they bought 13 acres of undeveloped land in
Oakland, Fl. With seven children, two of which were adopted from Ethiopia, the family worked to become a team and built a flower farm on that
land.

Farm Nine sells over 100 arrangements at the Winter Garden Farmer’s Market every week. They grow most of the flowers themselves - Zinnias,
Sunflowers, Dahlias, Tulips, Anemones, Ranunculus, Gomphrena, Lithianthus, Amaranth, Snapdragons, etc. with a focus on varieties not typically
found in the Central Florida. They supplement the arrangements with some flowers grown wholesale. They have 120 roses in wedding colors to
aid their wedding floral business.
Farm Nine grows flowers using organic sustainable methods. Many of the flowers are grown in a 100 ft hoop house with shade cloth to reduce the
impact of the sun. Their challenges include weeds, heat, humidity, fungus and irrigation issues. They use cover crops in the off-season summer
months of June – Aug.
Farm Nine has plans to open a retail store with a coffee shop to add to their Farmer’s Market/Wedding Floral/Online business. They are also planning to do classes which will promote local gardening and growing.
Announcement of September Birthdays
Approval of Bloom and Grow Business Minutes from April –Jimmie Atwell motioned to approve the minutes. The motion was seconded by Lil
Gividen. The group voted the minutes - Approved.
Approval of Budget – Laura Radius presented the 2021-2022 Fiscal Year Budget. There were no questions from the floor regarding the proposed budget. Nancy Sines motioned to approve. Maureen Landers seconded the motion. The group voted the 2021-2022 fiscal budget - Approved.
Treasurer’s Report – Laura Radius reported for the end of the fiscal budget year. Cash Reserves end of year $82K. Heavy cash due to no Spring
Fever as well as no charitable donations. Detailed accounting can be requested. For the end of the month of August: Monthly Checking $60,468.30; Savings - $6076.59.

By-Laws Committee– Carolyn Karraker announced that the group will be voting on a change to the by-laws - Section H. The proposed by-law
change is largely a name change from Evaluation to Scholarship and Awards for clarity and does not change the function of the committee. The
new proposed verbiage:
“Section H: Scholarship and Awards Committee – The duties will be to evaluate and to review requests for donations and scholarships and document that those donations and scholarships given by the club are used for the intended purpose in compliance with the mission statement of the
organization. The committee will, upon review of requests and availability of support funds, present recommendations to the board for approval.
The Treasurer shall be an automatic member.”
The membership will be voting on this change during the October meeting.
Carolyn also announced that the changes to the Bloom and Grow mission statement that were voted in by the membership over a year ago, were
inadvertently not reflected in some places on the website. Those updates will also be completed shorty.
Monarch Sculpture Dedication – Gretchen Boyd reported that the dedication for the Monarch Sculpture has been set for Tuesday, Oct 5, 2021,
Winter Garden Pavilion, 5:30pm. Please RSVP to Jimmie, jha65@live.com and (321) 356-0352. 60 people have responded to attend so far.
Appetizers for the event are being donated by Pammie Sammie’s. Pam is a new member. Thank you! The Jim Young Jazz Trio will provide entertainment. The Hangry Bison restaurant is doing a signature drink. Urban Flats is donating sparkling and still water. Special cups are to be donated
by Minion Media. Cups will turn orange with a chilled liquid. There will be brief speeches and a monarch release. After the event, Live Trends will
host an after party from 6:30 – 7:00pm with a lovely gift plus wine. This is Live Trends first retail shop.

Business Meeting Minutes (continued)

Gretchen acknowledged the entire Monarch Committee as well as the three presidents that have been part of this project – Julie Teal, Brenda
Knowles and Jeanne Yazinski. Installation of the sculpture will take place over two days. The supporting armature will be installed on Monday,
September 13. The sculpture will be installed on Tuesday, September 14. The city of Winter Garden has also commissioned Don Reynolds to
design a compass rose in the sidewalk in front of sculpture.
Monarch Sculpture Dedication – Gretchen Boyd reported that the dedication for the Monarch Sculpture has been set for Tuesday, Oct 5, 2021,
Winter Garden Pavilion, 5:30pm. Please RSVP to Jimmie, jha65@live.com and (321) 356-0352. 60 people have responded to attend so far.
Appetizers for the event are being donated by Pammie Sammie’s. Pam is a new member. Thank you! The Jim Young Jazz Trio will provide entertainment. The Hangry Bison restaurant is doing a signature drink. Urban Flats is donating sparkling and still water. Special cups are to be donated
by Minion Media. Cups will turn orange with a chilled liquid. There will be brief speeches and a monarch release. After the event, Live Trends will
host an after party from 6:30 – 7:00pm with a lovely gift plus wine. This is Live Trends first retail shop.
Gretchen acknowledged the entire Monarch Committee as well as the three presidents that have been part of this project – Julie Teal, Brenda
Knowles and Jeanne Yazinski. Installation of the sculpture will take place over two days. The supporting armature will be installed on Monday,
September 13. The sculpture will be installed on Tuesday, September 14. The city of Winter Garden has also commissioned Don Reynolds to
design a compass rose in the sidewalk in front of sculpture.
Monarch Waystation Sale – Gretchen announced that Bloom and Grow will be having another Monarch Waystation Plant Sale on October 13,
2021, 10am - 2pm. All plants will be supplied by Knox Nursery. The 10 plants in this waystation sale include two milkweed, two salvia and a coreopsis.
Waystation Partner Program – Sandra Wilt announced that Bloom and Grow is launching a formal school program in partnership with Healthy
West Orange to install Monarch Waystation Gardens in western Orange County schools. Initially waystations will be in 15 schools. There are
plans in set up a blog and social media to support the curriculum around sustainability. This program is anticipating a spring start.
Spring Fever in the Garden – Linda Bouton reminded the group that the first Spring Fever Committee meeting will be Thursday, September 16 at
10am at the Jesse Brock Community Center. The date for the 20th Spring Fever in the Garden is April 2-3, 2022. Thank you to retiring committee
members. New
members have volunteered for the following roles: Vicki Parrish – Vendor Committee Chair, Julie Dohse – Entertainment Committee Chair, Cynthia Conn – Water Committee Chair. Still needed are chairmen for the Bloom and Grow Booth Committee and a co – chair for the Entertainment
Committee. The Kid Zone Committee also needs members.
Heritage Tree Project – Vicki Parrish reported that nearly 100 trees in Winter Garden have been nominated for the Winter Garden Heritage Tree
Project. All data on the trees has been registered in PlantMap.com with accompanying photos. Of particular interest are trees that tell the story of
Winter Garden and its people. Over 70 interactive labels with unique QR codes have been placed on the Heritage Trees, so that visitors can reference these stories.
Ann Blastic reminded the group that a walking tour of the Winter Garden Heritage Trees will be launched on October 22, 2021, at 8:30am. This
tour is a 2 ½ -hour self-guided tour which heads to Newton Park on Lake Apopka and back. Participants will receive a Heritage Tree T Shirt which
states “Be Kind to Trees. Protect Our Heritage”. SOBO will also be sponsoring an art exhibit featuring trees. A phone will be needed to read the
QR code labels on the trees.
Tucker Ranch Tree Print – Ann Blastic noted that Bloom and Grow is selling a print of the oak tree that sits at the entrance to Tucker Ranch. The
art was completed by Don Reynolds. Only 200 prints were made of this art. A print can be purchased for $30. The print can also be purchased
double matted and framed for a total of $160. These prints can be ordered on the Bloom and Grow website and picked up at SOBO.
Announcements –
Spring Fever Committee meeting – Sept 16, 2021, 10:00am
Monarch Sculpture Dedication – Tues, Oct 5, 5:30pm
Waystation Plant Pick-Up and Plant Sale – Oct 13, 10am – 2pm,
October Luncheon – Oct 15, 11:00am Note this is the 3rd Friday of the month.
Heritage Tree Walking Tour – Oct 22, 2021, 8:30am
SAVE THE DATE – Healthy West Orange Harvest Festival, Nov 4
Spring Fever in the Garden – April 2 – 3, 2021
Respectfully Submitted : Kim Evans,
September 13, 2021

