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Every year we expect certain things to happen around Thanksgiving. Leaves
turn colors, the weather gets cooler, we eat turkey and stuffing, and family
and friends gather from near and far. But the coronavirus pandemic has
turned our expectations upside down. Most of us have never experienced a
Thanksgiving like this before. That’s because we have never experienced a
YEAR like this before. And yet, it is precisely at a time like this that Thanksgiving becomes more important than ever. It is a time like this that we learn
what TRULY matters. There are SO many things to be thankful for. First and
foremost, I am thankful for my family. I am also thankful for the technology
that allows me to connect with my family and friends. And, I am thankful for
each and every one of you. You have been so understanding and helpful during
this unusual transition as president, and I thank you for that.
I wish you all a happy Thanksgiving, and very Merry Christmas! And, a happy,
and especially healthy New Year!

Jeanne

December 11 , 11:00 am
Monthly Zoom Meeting

You will receive a link via email the week of the meeting.
Hope to see you then!

Curbside Pick up on Thursday, December 3
11:00 am—3:00 pm
Near corner of W. Smith St. and S. Central Ave, Winter Garden
(Behind the Crooked Can Brewery Marketplace)
If you did not pre-order, we will have extras available!
Note: Please make check payable to Bloom and Grow Garden Society
for the total plus 6.5% tax, or pay with a credit card at pick up. We will
not be accepting cash. Thank you!

Red or White
$11.00 + tax

We need volunteers to help us decorate
the Christmas tree at the Edgewater Hotel
and the Train Station.
Tuesday, December 1 at 10:30 am
Please let me know if you can help.
Jeanne Yazinski, 570-840-1995 text or
yazinskijm@gmail.com
Wear something festive and help us decorate!

Our sterling silver Monarch Project
pendants are now available on our
website at bloomandgrow.club. They
are sterling silver and beautiful! Order online and pick up at Plantation
Jewelers. What great Christmas gifts
they will make!

HELP NEEDED We are in need of a Sales Manager for the monarch pendants. Job
duties will be tracking sales from the website, and also notifying Plantation Jewelers of
the purchase so that they have a pendant ready for them. It is a job that can be done
online from your home. If interested, please contact Joyce Carcara at
joiamia@aol.com or 407-341-8562. Thank you!

By Kay
VanderLey

Welcome, Erin Matherne!
Born in New Orleans, hurricane Katrina “blew” Erin and husband Andy to West Orange
County! After that awful hurricane, schools, along with all other things, were flooded.
The economy nearly collapsed, leaving the young couple in search of employment. Since
Erin had long loved all things Disney, she began looking outside of their home state with
a longing to be in Central Florida. In 2006, they found employment in Florida, and ten
years later made their final move here.
Erin began to notice the lovely butterfly garden lovingly tended by her neighbor across
the street. And, as questions birthed knowledge, she commenced planting in the conservation lot near West Orange High School. When she noticed the big “Monarch Project”
sign in Winter Garden, she “didn’t know what this is, but l need to get involved.” She is
“not the best gardener,” and lives a very busy life. She is a busy Mom who also works at
Florida Department of Transportation. When I asked for a little interesting story she
was quick to relate her experience as a contestant on “Jeopardy” in 2018! And, she has
an autographed photo of Alex Trebek to prove it! Although she didn’t make “champion,”
she is very glad she did it.
We’re glad she saw that Monarch banner!

Bloomandgrow.club
Member area password:
bandg1997 (no caps, no spaces)

We are now a registered charity on Amazon Smile

Go to smile.amazon.com

Click “Get started”

Find Bloom and Grow Garden Society Inc.
EVERY time you shop, must go to smile.amazon.com so Amazon donates
a portion of your sale to the club.

The Christmas shopping event at Dillard’s has been cancelled. We
needed a certain number of members to attend in order for Dillard’s
to sponsor the event, and we did not have enough due to COVID.
Sorry for the inconvenience.

Our topic is composting, and our speaker for the December 11 Zoom
meeting s Brad Jones, Garden Coordinator for Edible Education Experience.

As Co-Founder Garden Educator of Edible Education Experience, Brad Jones handles everything related to the 3,000 square
foot Culinary Garden, from planning the crops and coordinating
edible lessons with teachers to providing hands-on experiences
for garden visitors and harvesting the garden’s produce.
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HELP NEEDED: We are in need of 2 people willing to co-chair the
Entertainment Committee for Spring Fever. The same entertainers
come back each year, and we already have a list of contacts. We
need someone to organize the line-up for Spring Fever.
Just a reminder that there is no Spring Fever Committee Meeting
until Thursday, January 21, 2021, at 10:00 am, for chairs and new
members. Meeting place TBA.
Have a very Merry Christmas!

Linda Bouton, Spring Fever Chair

Twenty Bloom and Grow members painted rocks for Health Central COVID patients.
Since their families are unable to visit them during their hospital stay, the patient receives a painted rock with a message of love and hope and their loved one receives a
matching one. Sometimes a patient receives more than one. For example if a father
is in the hospital and has 2 children, each child receives a painted rock with the father
having the 2 matching ones. Last week, 145 pairs of painted rocks were presented to
the COVID unit nurses. It was a very moving experience as the nurses told us stories
of how much this project means to their patients.

Minutes from the Bloom and Grow Garden Society Meeting - November 13, 2020 (Meeting via zoom)
Welcome and call to order by President, Jeanne Yazinski at 1105 am.
New member Erin Matherne was welcomed.
Devotion was given by Nancy Sines. She talked about the challenges we face and how we gain much by facing those challenges.
November birthdays were acknowledged.
Minutes from the October zoom meeting were approved. Motion was made by Rochelle and seconded by Nancy Sines.
Treasurer’s report was given by Kim Evans.
Checking Account
$61,967
Savings Account
$6,076
There were no unusual expenditures this month.
Our group has received the Orange County Citizen of the Year Award.!! We were nominated for this award by Betsy Vanderley. There are articles in the West Orange Observer and the Sentinel regarding our receiving this award. It is a great recognition .
We were awarded the Mayor’s Award for our scarecrow, designed by Samantha Robinson. Kay Vanderley made the Halloween maze by the parking garage. A second maze was by the Heritage Museum.
Amazon Smile You can sign up to have Bloom and Grow as your charity on Amazon. A portion of the money you spend on
Amazon can be donated to a charity of your choice. Please sign up. Charities receive ½ of 1 percent.
Spring Fever: We are on hold for Spring Fever. We will have to wait and see how things progress with the pandemic and
what the city of Winter Garden feels is best. The January meeting will be a zoon meeting. Hopefully we will learn by then if we
can go forward with our plans. We currently need a Chairman for the Entertainment Committee. This person is responsible for
finding a Master of Ceremonies, ask the experts and some entertainment. This sets the tone of the event. Spring Fever is important for our financial situation. We may have to try to have the event virtually.
We are selling t-shirts at the Heritage Museum.
Plantation Jewelers is selling butterfly pendants for $80. We will receive some proceeds from this sale. The pendants can only
be purchased on line, not in the store. Go to the Bloom and Grow website to do this. You can pick up your purchase at the
Plantation Jewelers store on Plant Street. Purchase is by credit card only. A chain is extra and can be bought from the jeweler. One pendant will be given away in a raffle. It is on the Winter Garden Facebook app. Like the page and then pick a number between 1 and 3,000 and one person who does this will be chosen to receive the butterfly. A Sales Manager is needed to
handle the sales of these pendants. This job will include managing the inventory and who purchases them.
Poinsettia Sale
Our poinsettia sale will be larger this year in order to make more money due to the loss of revenue from not having Spring Fever this year. We will have red and white poinsettias. November 25th is the deadline for preorders. There will be curbside
pickup on December 3rd from 11 to 3 behind Crooked Can. You can pay by check or credit card at the pickup point. Cost is
$11.72. Call Carole Engle at 407-876-3826 or text her at 321-278-1706 to order.
Christmas Shopping Event at Dillards.
It will be Wednesday December 9th. There will be a raffle basket and tickets. If you mention Bloom and Grow we will receive
a percentage of your purchases.
Our speaker was Theresa Schretzmann-Myers from Nehrling Gardens in Gotha. She spoke to us about Butterfly Gardens and
the Life Cycle of butterflies. She told us about the many plants that attract butterflies and those that provide food for the butterflies. She explained the monarch migratory route. She said the Florida Natural History Museum has a very good video of the
Life Cycle of the butterfly. Florida Wildflowers book is an awesome reference book. We have lost many Florida wildflowers
due to development. Milkweed is an essential food for butterflies.
Announcements
Thursday, December 3, 2020 11:00 am –3:00 pm Poinsettia pick up.
Wednesday, December 9, 2020 Dillard’s Shopping Event, Florida Mall (Cancelled)
Friday, December 11, 2020 11:00 am Next zoom meeting
January 21, 2021 Next Spring Fever Meeting TBA
20th Spring Fever: April 10—11, 2021

